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1 . CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI, WHO LEFT NIGERIA FOR HOME ON 
OCTOBER 29, GAVE 45-MINUTE RADIO-TV "PRESS CONVERENCE" BROAD- 
CAST ON OCTOBER 31. PRE-RECORDED SESSION WAS CHAIRED BY NIIA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL AKINYEMI AND INCLUDED THREE PROMINENT NIGERIAN 
JOURNALISTS. QUESTIONERS EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT BUTHELEZI'S 
COMMITMENT TO MILITANCY AND VOICED SUSPICION OF HIS LEGITIMACY 
AS TRUE INDEPENDENCE LEADER. BUTHELEZI'S DISPASSIONATE, ARTICULATE 
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. HE REMAINED 
HOPEFUL THAT INDEPENDENCE COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT MAJOR 
BLOODSHED. 

2. DURING THIS INTERVIEW AS IN ALL HIS APPEAREANCES, BUTHELEZI 
PLUGGED FOR INDEPENDENT AFRICA'S UNDERSTANDING OF BLACK SOUTH 
AFRICANS’ POSITION AND SOUGHT SUPPORT FOR LEADERS, LIKE HIMSELF, 

WHO ARE WORKING FOR CHANGE FROM WITHIN. HE MADE SAME PITCH IN 
SEPARATE RADIO INTERVIEW AND IN AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE PRIOR 
HIS DEPARTURE. 

3. BUTHELEZI, WHOSE SOPHISTIFICATION AND EDUCATION CAME AS 
SURPRISE TO SOME NIGERIANS, FOLLOWED SIMILAR LINES IN PRIVATE CHATS 
WITH AMBASSADOR BEFORE AND AFTER HIS NIIA LECTURE. HE WARMLY 
RECALLED THE MEETINGS AMBASSADOR HAD WITH HIM TWO YEARS AGO AT 
JAN SMUTS AIRPORT HOTEL AND AT RESIDENCE OF US CONGEN IN DURBAN. 

HE SAID ONE OF HIS MAJOR PREOCCUPATIONS WAS ATTITUDE OF YOUNG 
MILITANTS WHO WERE "DISILLUSIONED" WITH HIS LEADERSHIP BECAUSE 

HE AND 

OTHER HOMELAND LEADERS HAD ACHIEVED SO LITTLE IN THEIR LAST 
SESSION WITH VORSTER. HE SAID HE REGRETTED HE HAD HAD SO LITTLE 
TIME WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER. THIS WAS WHY HE HAD GIVEN HIM 
A WRITTEN STATMENT (THE FULL TEXT OF WHICH HE READ ALOUD AT NIIA 
LECTURE). 

4. COMMENT: WHETHER ZULU LEADER WAS ABLE CONVINCE NIGERIANS 
THAT HE WORTHY OF RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT AS A TRUE LEADER OF 

A SOUTH AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT IS PROBLEMATICAL. CERTAINLY 
HIS AVERSION TO VOILENCE MET WITH SKEPTICISM ON PART MANY NIGERINAS. 

ON OTHER HAND, HIS REASONED ARGUMENTS PROVIDED AT LEAST A MOMENTARY 
BALANCE TO USUAL NIGERIAN SNAP JUDGMENT THAT FORCE IS THE ONLY WAY 
TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
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